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1The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid? 

2When the wicked advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall. 

3Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.  

4One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on 
the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. 

5For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me high 
upon a rock. 

13I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 

14Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. (Psalm 27 NIVUK) 

3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1 NIVUK) 

I am continuing to reflect on the theme of confidence. I have shared on a few occasions why this has been in my 
mind, with one of the main sources of my reflections being an apparently renewed confidence in the Bible. This has 
prompted me to reflect on where we place our confidence. 
As we live, we are regularly called upon to put our confidence in things. “I am confidence the bus will be on time” – 
and our confidence is justified when the bus does turn up (though I suspect this is a poor example – I imagine most 
of us are confident that the bus probably won’t turn up, and are then pleasantly surprised when it does…!). We have 
to place our confidence in other, larger things, which allow our society to function – governments, institutions, 
banks, businesses. I suspect a great deal of the anxiety felt in our present time stems from the fact these things have 
proven a poor recipient of our confidence, as we have been let down and our world made a worse place. 
The two Scripture readings I have chosen, above, confirm what I suspect many of us already know – that we, as 
followers of Jesus, are called to place our confidence solely in Him. Psalm 27 begins with a powerful description of 
God, His love and protection; and concludes with an assurance that, no matter what we face, we will see God’s 
goodness – not at some future point, but right now, in the land of the living.  
Similarly, Paul promises in his letter to the Philippians, that God who began a work in us shall carry it out to 
completion until “the day of Christ Jesus”; i.e. the moment when Jesus returns. When we place our faith in Christ, 
and surrender ourselves to His way, God begins working in us to conform us into the likeness of Jesus – a work in 
which He will persevere until we are brought face to face with Christ. 
As I have wrestled with the idea, and my own feelings of confidence (or, sometimes, lack of…), I am reminded by 
these passages that the best place we can place our confidence is in God. We trust that He will work us into His good 
plans and purposes; and that when this involves us facing difficulty, He will strengthen and sustain us; all the while 
we are assured that, thanks to Christ, we will one day see Him face to face. 
As we begin our Advent 2025 journey, I wonder if we can do so praying that the LORD would increase our confidence 
in Him? Not that we might become arrogant, thinking we know better than the world around us; but rather having a 
quiet confidence that cannot be shaken by the challenges and difficulties of the world, and which points back to the 
One whom we celebrate coming into our world at this time of year. 
Let us be confident this Christmas time – in Christ. 
With every blessing, 
Stuart 
Email: slove@churchofscotland.org.uk    Tel.: 07916 176 873 
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The Guild in December 

Dec. 1.      

Quiz night - Gordon Macfarlane 

Dec 8.        

Christmas. Party 

 

The Guild will then be off for 

the next 4 weeks and will restart 

on: 

Jan 12 2026 

Armchair exercises with Irene 

Hay. 
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