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10This is what the Lord says: ‘When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfil my good promise to bring you 
back to this place. 11For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future. 12Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13You will seek me and find me when you 
seek me with all your heart. 14I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all 
the nations and places where I have banished you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into 

exile.’ (Jeremiah 29 NIVUK) 

I am writing this pastoral letter not long after our service of linkage; and not long after having preached on Nehemiah 2, 
when I referenced this prophecy of Jeremiah. 

In both services, we were reminded that we believe in a God who has a plan: for us as individuals; for communities of His 
People; indeed, for the whole world and all of creation. Since God has a plan, He will also ensure that it is fulfilled; even in 

the face of adversity and opposition. 

As I have reflected on other occasions, this certainly matches our recent experience: of discerning God’s plan, committing 
to follow it, experiencing the opposition which inevitably comes when God’s People seek to follow His ways, and finally 

arriving at the point where God’s promises and plans are fulfilled. To arrive at that point of conclusion is both a joy and a 
relief for God’s People. 

In light of this, I felt drawn to the prophecy of Jeremiah. As I have previously pointed out, verse 11 is usually 
misunderstood, and used to imply that, for those who have faith in God, His plan is that you will never face challenge or 
adversity, and that you will lead an easy life. When we read verse 11 in the broader context of the prophecy, however 

(and even just in the few verses around it!) we see that this is clearly not the case. 

God promises good things to His People, but only after they have completed their years in exile: an exile they brought 
upon themselves because of their continual rejection of God! What most catches my attention as I write this is not so 

much God’s actions here (in His enacting judgment in the exile; then grace by gathering the people together post-exile), 
but the way God’s People respond to the things He has done. 

Verse 12 suggests that, once the People have experienced exile, and then God’s returning grace, they will turn back to 
Him: calling on Him and praying to Him. And crucially, God promises to listen! When His people seek Him, God promises 

that He will be found. What Jeremiah is prophesying here is something we who follow Jesus know well: we could do 
nothing to put right our rejection of God, so God, in His grace, came and put things right on our behalf – through the death 

and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Now, when we seek after God and His ways, we do so not because we have to 
(to earn His favour), but because we want to (having been granted that favour through the perfect and complete work of 

Christ). Our seeking after God and His ways is, therefore, a response to what God has already done. 

Having arrived at a point where we feel God has fulfilled His promises to us (at least, in terms of Presbytery Planning); I 
wonder what we feel moved to do now? There is a risk, I think, that, having come to the end of this journey we think, 

“good, we can now rest and have a breather”. And in one sense, yes, we absolutely can! But in another… this is when the 
real work begins! Because, having experienced the fulfilment of one aspect of God’s plans and purposes, we are now to 

turn toward Him once more, calling on Him and praying to Him, seeking Him and His way with all our hearts, that He may 
be found and we might discover His plans and purposes for what is to come next. 

This, then, is the encouragement of Jeremiah 29 to us all – to continue seeking after the LORD as one aspect of His plans 
are fulfilled; and the next part begins. 

 
With every blessing, 

Stuart 
Email: slove@churchofscotland.org.uk          Tel.: 07916 176 873 

 

Letter from The Manse 
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Just a reminder 
that the warm 

space continues 
to meet every 
Thursday from 

1pm to 4pm 
until Thursday 
12th February. 

All welcome 
 

If anyone is an unpaid carer in the 
southside you can find useful 
information here: 

 Carers - Glasgow City Council  

Or call: 

 0141 423 0728. 

 

 

 

Other Warm Spaces are available 
across Glasgow. Go to: 

www.warmwelcome.uk/find-a-space 

for a list of venues 

https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/carers
http://www.warmwelcome.uk/find-a-space
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Finance Team Report – December 2025 

 
I am still working on the 2025 final 
accounts but the expected deficit has 
materialised and across the funds, we 
are looking at a loss of around £17,000 
for the year. 
 
Significant Expenses During the Year 
We have had some significant expenses 
during the year including: 
Fees incurred in preparation of replacing 
the rear boundary wall – £3,900 
Replacement of the sanctuary projector 
– £8,760 
Annual energy bills – nearly £17,000 
Thankfully we have the legacy fund to 
assist us in covering the costs. 
 
Looking Ahead to 2026 
For 2026, as well as expecting a 
reduction in the Giving to Grow 
contributions as we are now sharing the 
minister with Maxwell Mearns, we are 
having discussions about sharing the 
costs of the administrator and 
manse upkeep. 
 
Banking Changes 
We also are now facing 
monthly bank charges. We had 
been told as a charity we would 
continue to receive free 
banking but in December, this 
changed to reduced charges 
for electronic payments and 
we are now being charged for 
cash and cheque deposits. The 
Finance team still have to 
consider the effect of this so 
watch this space for further 
information on the best ways 
to donate to the church. 
If you want to start a standing 
order, the forms for your bank are available. 
 
Mary MacCallum – Treasurer 
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